of Prussia. The province west of the Vistula, Pomorze
in Polish, famous at the time of the Treaty of Versailles
as the 'Polish Corridor1, Slav in its population, was
now for 306 years, from 1466 until the first partition
in 1772, to remain Polish.

The battle of Grunwald had then and has today
great significance for the Poles. It meant the breaking
of the power which from 1308 until 1410 had seized
and occupied their northern provinces, shut them off
from the sea, plotted against them in Rome and in the
courts of Europe, and stood as a permanent menace
to their freedom. During the years of the German
oppression of Poland, 1772 to 1918, it meant to all
Poles that they had once been able to shake off this
foe and might again be able to do so. Matejko's
historic painting of the battle is the central picture in
the art museum at Warsaw. It is more than a picture.
It is in truth a shrine.*

THE ACT OF HORODLO,                            [ 1413 ]

A UNIQUE TREATY

We must now emphasize the fact that the Polish-
Lithuanian union was in its origin and until 1569 only
dynastic, a union in the person of a common king and
queen, internal administration remaining separate/
But with the passing years and especially after
Grunwald the union became ever closer. In 1413 the
Polish and Lithuanian nobles met at Horodlo and in a
remarkable treaty strengthened the bonds that bound

* It has been burned by the Nazis.
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